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SERMON, NO. XXIV. 


[This discourse was delivered in Reading, by Samuel C. 
Loveland. May ist, and was designed to notice the departure of 
widow Hannan Bouter, who died at Fitchburg, Mass. March 
16, in the 55th year of her age. She left two brothers. Mr. 


Daniel and Paul Stearns, inhabitants in Reading, Vt. at whose 
request the discourse is published ] 


Acts ix. 39.—Then Peter arose and went with them. When 
he was come, they brought him into an upper chamber, and 
all the widows stood by him weeping, and showing him the 


coats and garments which Dorcas had made while she was 
with them. 


Our subject may appear, at first view, to embrace no 
matter that is interesting or important. ‘lhe coats and 
garments which Dorcas made may be thought too un- 
meaning to form a suitable theme of contemplation for 
the present occasion. But, at a more careful view of 
our subject, taking into consideration the attending cir- 
cumstances, we shall see that it embraces much of hu- 
man experience. It shows how the tender emotions of 
love and regard for our friends that have left us, are 
excited: and seems almost to call up the mourners of 
ancient times to our society, to make them fellow-par- 
ticipants of eur griefs. The fruits of the past are the 
treasures of the present; and the most valuable and 
interesting of these, we wish to bear along with us to 
the future periods of our lives. We think it, therefore, 
highly proper that subjects of this nature should have a 
place in our devotions. 

The disposition of the human mind seems always to 
have been naturally the same. In affliction, it contem- 
plates similar objects, and receives similar impressions, 
The coats and garments exhibited by the weeping wid- 


os, were the works of one who then lay a corpse before 
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them. The amiable Dorcas, who made them, but a few 
days before, was in the land of the living. Her fingers, 
then so nimble in her daily employment, were now cold 
and motionless! And but for the interposition of a 
merciful Savior, they were to move no more forever! 
The coats and garments then before them, were valua- 
ble monuments of what they once could do. They 
were monuments of the skill, ingenuity and diligence 
of their authoress. In her works, there was a sample 
of the living before them; in her remains, a sample of 
the dead. They could then most feelingly unite in the 
mingled emotions, arising from a contemplated view of 
the living and the dead. 

The works of antiquity, as the remaining and living 
testimonies of what the dead once were, present them- 
selves to the human mind, with a kind of solemn vene- 
ration. ‘Through them we contemplate those we never 
saw, in active employment; those who have long since 
vanished from the view of mortals. Successive genera- 
tions have each in their turn left our world, and their 
works to each other, till we have become the occupants 
of those places that are to know their former inhabitants 
no more. How soon must the seats we occupy be left 
for those who are yet to come upon the stage of action! 
who are yet hidden in the arcana of posterity ! 

It is net unworthy of our notice, that the moment a 
friend leaves us, their works are viewed, like the works 
of antiquity, with peculiar emotions of mind. Such 
was the case in former times, and such is the state of 
the human mind now. When Peter was called to be- 
hold the remains of Dorcas, the coats and garments 
which she had made, were viewed with impressive emo- 
tions of solemnity and grief. They were then to be 
classed with the things of old time. How soon had the 
change taken place ! But a short time before, and Dor- 
cas was their fellow-laborer ! 
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Examples of this kind are numerous in our day. Go, 
visit the house of mourning. Has the deceased been a 
man of the field? You are shown the works of his 
hands ; some peculiar labor is selected, and noticed as a 
token of future remembrance. Was he a husband? 
with what emotions of indescribable tenderness do you 
find his virtues and faithfulness mentioned by his re- 
maining and surviving friend. But was the deceased a 
wife? Was she a mother? Then a numerous train of 
worthy deeds are presented toour view. The interests 
of a faithful and affectionate wife, the watchfulness of a 
careful mother, present incidents too numerous for us 
to particularize. Like the coats and garments of Dor- 
cas, they will be mentioned with a look of tenderness 
and grief, which the bereft situation of the Jonely hus- 
band and motherless children alone can describe. Even 
the child, or the little infant seldom departs without 
leaving something peculiarly impressive in the memory 
of its friend ; some noble deed, some attracting gesture, 
or beautiful smile. Things altogether unnoticeable 
ainong numerous cares and much prosperity, are care- 
fully and impressively treasured in the memories of 
those who have lost the precious objects of their affec- 
tions, before those objects were capable of expressing 
their pleasure at any thing visible whatever. How does 
human experience bear testimony to these things? and 
how precious in the eyes of the living are the impressive 
recollections of those actions and labors which their 
friends have left behind them. They are to them as the 
coats and garments of Dorcas were to those widows 
who surrounded her pale visage, then shrouded in death. 

The deceased person whom we now call to remem- 
brance, was one whom most of us never saw, as she 
lived and died in another State. But we are acquaint- 
ed with some of her friends. Two of her brothers are 
our townsmen, and members in our society. They re- 
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member their departed sister. The many occurrences 
which have taken place during a long acquaintance, are 
now fresh in their memories, and impressive on their 
minds. Let us then participate in this social and sol- 
emn interest, which seriously calls upon us to mourn 
with those that mourn, and to perform the office of a 
united remembrance of departed worth. 

The great and renowned of the earth are the usual 
topics of the writer, the orator and the poet. Their 
deeds are in the mouths of the multitude, and are 
sounded in the language of wonder and admiration. 
But the werks of one who occupies a humble, tho labo- 
rious and diligent part in life, are little thought of. 
They are performed without noise and tumult; they are 
therefore, passed over as unworthy of notice. 

That person who diligently and faithfuily fulfils the 
duties of private life, tho he acts a part of less renown, 
often acts that which is of equal, and, sometimes, supe- 
rior merit. Take away the labors of those who are in 
private life, and society is destroyed at once. But let 
us for a moment compare the renowned exploits of the 


hero. What does he? He acts a most conspicuous part 
in some mighty deed of value, perbaps for a few hours ; 
and for this his name is rung around the world. But 
the labors of the person in the humble and usual em- 
ployments which are allotted to the far greater portion 
of the human race, are the labors of lifes they are the 
labors of unremitted diligence. 


Having offered the preceding observation, let us pro- 


ceed in our remarks, and notice particularly the follow- 
ing relations of life. ist. The relation of a sister. 
Ofawile. Sd. Of a mother. 4th. Of a widow. 
The relation of a sister calls to mind many peculiar 
circumstances and incidents of life. It brings up the 
thoughts of a father’s board. Was she one of the oes 
of the family ? Then may we contemplate her under t! 


gy 
lle 








Christian Repository. 53 


immediate care of our parents as rendering us many 
benefits, and much assistance in the early part of our 
lives. If she were one of the younger; then was she 
measurably an object of our early care and affection. 
In either case we contemplate a sister as one early ia 
our society, and a fellow-partaker with us in the mutu- 
al cares and admonitions of our parents. She was one 
with us in our first love of human society. When our 
eyes gazed on every object around us as new and won- 
derful, she was one in the company of admirers. When 
former objects were changed for those that invited the 
attention of maturer years, behold our sister was pressing 
along with us; she acted her part in travelling from 
infancy, with all the variety of youthful exploits, till 
age exchanged them for the real business and cares of 
human life. From all these circumstances in the social 
relation of life, arise many things calculated strongly to 
unite the affections, and render the remembrance of 
many things very impressive and striking to the mind. 
Once were we thus in active employment; but now we 
only carry those things along with us, in our memories 
and in our books. 

But we find that one sphere of action in life often 
succeeds to another. When we contemplate the rela- 
tion of a wife, we find many things from this social con- 
nexion, which we account worthy of remembrance. We 
find much that impresses our minds, in a most peculiar 
manner, the moment we contemplate that the faithful 
companion is no more. Her faithfulness in the employ- 
ment of the duties that belong to the house, secludes 
her much more than her husband, from the noise and 
bustle of the world. She is therefore less exposed to 
the temptations of many evil habits, than the stronger 
sex. The influence of her industry and retired habits, 
are often of invaluable consequence to her husband. 
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Again, we further observe, we perceive in this addi- 
tional situation of life, the progress of life’s experience. 
Brothers and sisters from early childhood, we behold 
travelling together in their experience, acquirements 
and friendship in that stage of life in which they form 
social connexions, and refine on those good principles 
which they received in earlier life. By enlarging the 
sphere of acquaintance, and at the same time, expand- 
ing the social affections, people become qualified for 
more extensive usefulness, and, in the same proportion, 
render themselves valuable in human society. 

The relation of the wife becomes still more interesting, 
when we contemplate that she has become a mother. 
Here arise many valuable traits of character, which are 
no where else to be found in human society. In the 
mother we look for the most refined affection and vigi- 
lant attachment to her offspring that human nature can 
possibly experience. Hence the affection of the mother 
is used in scripture to prefigure the love of our Father 
in heaven. “Can a woinan forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; 
thy walls are continually before me.” Isai. xlix. 15, 16. 
How much are many of us indebted to the advice and 
watchfulness of a faithful mother, for many virtues 
which we have imbibed and practised, in the course of 
our lives. These are little thought of in the days of 
youth ; but in masvrer years, and especially, when those 
- faithful guardians of our early days are no more, they 
rest on our minds with an impressive importance. The 
coats and garments of Dorcas cannot bear an equal 
comparison with a remembrance of the kindness and 
watchful care of a departed mother. Many of us have 
been called to experiences of this nature. We have 
known what it was to receive the friendly benefits of a 
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mother, and we have known what it was to feel that 
such a friend has left our society. When they were 
with us, their countenances, their virtues and their as- 
sistance, were familiar; now they have left us, this 
familiarity changes to a sacred and must endearing re- 
wmembrance. We can cai! to mind the watchful care 
of a mother, with a solemn, interesting and pleasing 
delight. We can remember her expressive anxiety 
exercised toward her offspring, which was as durable 
as life, with sentiments of admiration and filial gratitude. 
It may be wel. to observe to the young and inexpert- 
enced, while these enjoyments are theirs, and are but 
little noticed or appreciated, that time is fast fleeting, 
and stealing away, imperceptibly, many moments that 
will separate you from your eimade What has hap- 
pened to muititudes that have gone belore yeu, my ‘ 
young friends, must soon fall to your lot. Let the king 
favor, then, of waternal affection, be regarded with care- 
fulness, and the salutary maxims of a mother be made 
the foundation of your future prospects. The great 
king of Israei says, “A wise son maketh a glad father ; 
but a foolish man despiseth his mother.”? Prov. xv. 20. 
And in another place, “My son, hear the instruction of 
thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.” i. 8. 
We come now in the fourth place to notice that re- 
lation of life, which respects the widow. This is the 
last, and not the least, interesting part of our subject. 
Through all these situations of life, has the deceased 
passed, whose memory we now make the subject of our 
present contemplation. The history of her life would, 
undoubtedly, be the history of multitudes that have 
gone to their rest before her, and must form the future 
history of many widows that are to follow after. 
In contemplating the state of t)2 widow, we are at 
once led into a train of serious reflections. The vari- 
~ gus travels of life through childhood, youth, mature, and 
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perhaps, old age; and with these, that too of a widow- 
ed state, afford much that is worthy of observation, and 
much that is calculated to awaken and excite the svm- 
pathies of mankind. They exhibit a most varied and 
chequered scene. Vow all is prosperity ; then, as ina 
moment, adversity, with all its accumulating train of 
evils, Losses, crosses, disappointments and bereave- 
ments, are but the common lot of man; but in all these 
we generally see a mixture of the mercy of heaven. 
Hope languishing beneath the heavy calamity of heaven, 
soon rises, and assumes its wonted vigor. Were it not 
for such kind and heavenly mercies, the hearts of the 
children of men could not endure, but, sinking in des- 
pondency, would be led to give up all for lost. 

There is a very striking contrast between the state 
of the widow and her former situation, when she was 
happily situated with her friend, the head and guardian 
of her familv. The cares of a mother are numerous 
and intensive, even when she has the assistance of a 
faithful husband, and a numerous circle of friends. But 
when her fellow traveller is removed from her society, 
she loses'a friend in whom was her utmost confidence ; 
she loses one with whom she was united in the labors 
and interests of life. She then feels all the distress 
that a separation of the greatest earthly interests, and 
a division of the strongest and most durable attachment 
could occasion. — In addition to all this, the cares of her 
family, before arduous, are more than doubly multiplied 
upon her. The weight of these things she feels, when 
her heart is broken with grief, and her strength by rea- 
son of affliction. But her love for her offspring stimu- 
lates to exertion, and arouses every principle of energy 
which comes within the compass of her command. She 
still views that i ver children there are hopeful pros- 
pects before her. Under her numerous afflictions, she 
studies to content herself with little, and to be comfort- 
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ed by the gleams of mercy that here and there shine 
about her. 

But the worst of all this sad story has not been told. 
The eye of the hard-hearted, and the miser, is upon her 
for gain. The flattering tongue of the hypocrite pre- 
pares snares for the defenceless. And while his hands 
are preparing destruction for the miserable and the in- 
nocent, it will often be seen that the tears of the croco- 
dile will plenteously flow. Our kind and merciful Re- 
deemer, who needed not that any should testify of man, 
saw this disposition of the wicked, and gave us the tes- 
timony of his reproving voice. “Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites ; for ye devour widows’ hous- 
es, and for a pretence, make long prayer; therefore, ye 
shall receive the greater damnation.” Our Savior no- 
ticed the widow and the orphan with peculiar emotions 
of tenderness, and ever represented them as the objects 
of the divine compassion. As they were early made 
the subjects of oppression ; so we find they were pecu- 
liarly noticed by our heavenly Father, in the early ages 
of the world. The children of Israel had an express 
command on the subject, in the following words: “Ye 
shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. Ifthou 
afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, 
then will 1 surely hear their ery, and my wrath shall 
wax hot, and [f will kill you with the sword, and your 
wives shall be widows, and vour children fatherless.”’ 
Exodus xxil. 22. Such were the dreadful denunciations 
of God upon the wicked oppressor, and such are the as- 
surances of his care on the sorrowful and defenceless of 
our race 

Havine offered these remarks on the aforementioned 
relations of life, through all of which she to whose 
memory we now dedicate a few thoughts, has passed, 
we proceed {o a few closing observations. We see 
that the fashion of this world passeth away. Those 
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things that are now new, or familiar to us, must soon 
be lost in forgetfulness, or be ranked with the relics of 
antiquity. They will be had in grateful remembrance, 
like the coats and garments which Dorcas had made ; 
or be held up, as the objects of perpetual infamy and 
detestation. Shall we then cast a look from these 
transitory scenes, the present subject of our contempla- 
tion, to those blest abodes that embrace the house not 


made with hands, eternal in the heavens? Does our 


faith teach us that there we shall find an everlasting 
home ? When all the things of this world shall become 
antiquated, and all things become new; then shall tears 
be wiped from every weeping eye. ‘Then shall we 
cease to mourn the loss of our friends ; for al! loss shall 
be gain in a better society, where God himself shall be 
with his people, and be their God. 

To the mourners, on the present occasion, as usual, f 
would offer a few consolatory remarks. My respected 
brethren, the providence of God, that has removed from 
you a beloved sister, and from your children, an aunt 
of precious memory, has visited you with that loss of 
society and division of the ties of consanguinity, which 
cast a shade over the things of this world. It teaches 
you the fading nature of earthly enjoyments. Indeed, 
we find that the best enjoyments of the present, are 
derived from the prospects of the future. The cup of 
sorrow mingled with our joys according to the wisdom 
of God, teaches us to use the things of this world as not 
abusing them,—to be grateful. for the favors that are 
past, and not distrustful of his mercy for the future. 
May the God of peace and divine consolation sanctify 
to you this bereavement of his providence, and enable 
you to make a suitable improvement of the same accor- 


ding to the direction of his wisdom and mercy. 
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4 BRIEF STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR REJECTING THE 
DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS MISERY. 
[Concluded from p. 22. 

9. We do not believe in endless punishment; because 
the justice of Gud does not require such a punishment. 
The believers in unmercifel punishment say we over- 
look the justice of God, when pleading for universal 
salvation. But thisis a gross mistake. We insist upon 
the justice of God, as well as upon his mercy ; and we 
beiieve that lis justice requires the salvation of all as 
well as his mercy. The law of God is a transcript of 
his justice ; and this law requires universal reconcilia- 
tion. Thus saith the Savior, “hou shalt love the Lerd 
thy God, with all thy heart, and thy neigh>or as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.”’* Again, he says, “all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so unto them ; for this is /aw and the prephets.’*t Here 
we learn that the law or justice of God requires love to 
God and one another. The law, instead of requiring 
endless misery, requires obedience and reconciliation. 
’Tis true the law inflicts a punishment, but this is only 
designed to promote and secure that obedience which 
the law requires. As God’s justice requires the obe- 
jience of every individual, so it will inflict no punish- 
ment but what will be conducive of that glorious end. 
Viewed in this light, the law as well as the gospel, the 
justice as well as the mercy of God requires the obedi- 
ence, and consequent happiness of every human being. 
To contend as some do, that justice requires an endless 
punishment, and mercy pleads for pardon, is to repre- 
sent the divine Being at war with himself, as it renders 
his attributes clashing and discordant. But on our 
scheme all is harmonious; the justice and mercy of 
God unite to render enjoyment as extensive as creation, 


* Matt. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. t Matt. vii. 12. 
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10. We do not believe that punishment willbe end- 
less; because punishment is salutary.—lt is a great error 
into which multitudes have fallen, that punishment op- 
poses salvation. Instead of this, punishment is a medi- 
atorial work; itis a means of grace by which many will 
be reclaimed. St. Paul says, “God chastens us for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his holiness. Now 

ho chasteni il BA for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
erie vous ; nevertheless afterward it yteldeth the peacea- 
ble fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby.”’* "Thus is punishment designed to humble 
and reform. Hence we read, “Zion shall be purged 
and redeemed with judgement.’’t Punishment, tho in 
a future state, has the same glorious end. The apostle, 
in reference to the judgement, says, “Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work of what sort itis. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall re- 
ceive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss ; but he himse/f shall be saved, yet so as 
by fire.”*t Panishment is here represented to be salu- 
tary in the highest degree. The same fire, by which 
men are to suffer loss, and by which their evil works 
are to be burned, will be the means of saving them.— 
He himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire. This is the 
principle on which God’s judgements are founded. He 
punishes the creature only for his emendation. But 
“the Lord will not cast off forever; but though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
the multitude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men.’??§ We should 
call that parent a monster, who should punish his children 
for any other purpose than to reform them. And shall 


* Heb. xii. 5—11.  tlsa. i. 27.—iv. 4. $1 Cor. i. 13, 14, 15. 
6 Lam. i. 31, 32, 33, 
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we ascribe that to the Father of mercies, which would 
disgrace a sinful mortal ? Surely not; for God is more 
compassionate than any human parent. I might easily 
enlarge here, but my limits will not permit. 1 shall 
therefore, dismiss this particular, relying upon the 
divine declaration, “whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” 

11. We do not believe in endless torment; because the 
probation of man does not cease at the death of the body, 
but continues as long as the mediatorial reign.—There 
are many considerations which teach this truth. 1. 
There is nothing in scripture, which limits the offers of 
mercy to this world. The gospel is a proclamation of 
mercy to mankind, without distinction of time or place. 
Since the gospel is not restricted to the present state, 
we feel authorized to apply it also to the future. 2. 
God is merciful to sinners in this world, and is unchan- 
geable ; therefore he will be merciful to them in the 
future. The God of this world is the God of eternity. 
Weare under the government of the same Being ina 

fature state, that we are in the present. Certainly the 
creature is no more criminal the moment after death, 

than he was the moment before ; and as God is merci- 
tthe moment before death, it follows that he will be 
ynerciful after death. ‘The mercy of God is declared 
to be everlasting, to endure forever, &. in numerous 
passages in the Bible. Now altho these words have 
various ineanings in the scriptures, they are allowed on 


fy 


all hands, to take an endless sense, when applied to the 


Deity. Since God’s mercy is strictly endless, it must 


extend to men ina future state. But our opponents will 
pr ‘obably attempt to retort this argumentuponus. “God 
is justin this world, and is immutable ; there fore, he 
will be jus stinafnture state’? This conclusion is read- 
ily adn hitte ‘d. But we have already shown that the 


justice of God requires universal obedience, and con- 
Vou. VI. 6 
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sequent happiness. This objection therefore, strength- 
ens our position. 

5S. There are many passages of scripture, which 
plainly teach future probation. St. Peter has informed 
us,* that Jesus Christ, after his crucifixion, went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, who were disobedient 
in the days of Noah. And he has also told us that this 
preaching was designed to lead them to repentance ; 
that “they might live according to God in the spirit.” 
Since the gospel of repentance was preached to men in 
a future state, it is evident that their condition was not 
unalterably fixed. The same doctrine is taught in 16th 
chapter of Ezekiel. The prophet there asserts that 
Sodom shall be restored. Itis clear that by Sodom 
the prophet means those wicked inhabitants who were 
destroyed by fire from heaven; for their crime and 
overthrow are both mentioned in the context. Now 
Sodom’s destruction was long before the prophet’s day, 
and her restoration was then future ; hence her restora- 
tion must be in a future world. Again; the apostle 
says, “God commands all men every where to repent.” 
As men ina future state are commanded to repent, it 
necessarily follows that they are ina condition to comply. 
Many other passages and considerations might be ad- 
duced to prove the point we are upon. Thus under our 
last general head, it was shown that all punishment 
was disciplinary. Punishment and probation then, are 
inseparably connected ; and if punishment be extended 
into a future state, probation must attend it. All 
passages which go to prove the “restitution of all things,” 
are so may arguments in favor of a moral change after 
death, as many do not come to the knowledge of the 
truth in this world. 

The most strenuous opposers of this doctrine, are 


? 1 Peter ill. 18, 19, 20.—iv. 4, 
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compelled to acknowledge it on their own system. 
There is no denomination of Christians at the present 
day, but that will admit the salvation of some infants, 
ifnotall. Thesacred penmen expressly and unitedly in- 
form us that none can be saved, except by faith in Christ.* 
And the apostle Paul assures us that “faith cometh 
only by hearing the word of God.”’t Now infants are 
not capable of hearing the gespel, and exercising faith in 
this world; and as they can be qualified for heaven 
only by being instructed, it is evident that a knowledge 
of the gospel must be imparted to them after death- 
‘The same may be said of the heathen and idiots. ‘The 
former do not, the latter cannot obtain a knowledge of 
the gospel-in this world. If, therefore, any of either of 
these classes be made happy, it must be done by in- 
structing them after death. Once more; the greatest 
saints are imperfect as long as they continue in this 
world, aid unless a moral change take place after death , 
they mast remain imperfect to eternity. 

12. We do not believe that the misery of the wicked 
will continue as long as the happiness of the righteous ; 
because it is not so strongly expressed in the scriptures: 
We read that the righteous shall not be ashamed nor 
confounded, world without end.’t Our Savior says of 
the righteous, “they shall never die ;”|| “they shall never 
perish ;°°§ “neither can they die any more.”Y The apos- 
tles assure us that the saints shall inherit an enduring 
substance, and a kingdem which cannot be moved—that 
they shall receive an inheritance and crowa which are 
incorruptible, undefiled, and will not fade away—that 
they shall be made incorrupfidle, and immortal, shall 
not be hurt of the second death, but shall receive a 
weight of glory exceeding an eternal by far—and that 


*1 Cor. iti. 11. Actsiv. 12. Heb. xi. 6. t Rom. x. 17. 
tlsa.xlv. 17. || John xi. 26. $Jobo x. 28. 4 Luke xx. 36- 
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neither life, death, nor things to come can separate them 
from the love of God.* 

These and many other phrases which are applied to 
the happiness of the righteous, are much stronger, much 
more expressive of duration without end, than any term 
applied to the misery of the wicked. Where is it said 
of the wicked, they shall not enjoy happiness world 
without end ; neither can they live any more, &c.? Such 
passages cannot be found. Now if it were the intention 
of the sacred writers to represent the misery of the 
wicked as continuing as long as the happiness of the 
righteous, why have they used the strongest terms and 
phrases in relation to one, and entirely omitted them 
with regard to the other? While the scriptures assert 
that the righteous shall be immortal and incorruptible, 
they assure us,t that the wicked shall reap corruption, 
that they shall be as stubble, chaff, and a withered 
branch. These figures express what is perishable, and 
not what is durable and permanent. The terms which 
are applied to the duration of happiness and misery, 
lead us directly to the conclusion that the former will 
be endless, and the latter limited. 

13. We do not believe that any of God’s ereatures 
will be left in irrecoverable ruin ; beeause some of tiie 
vilest offenders have already been forgiven.—David 
committed abominations, at the thought of which huinan 
nature shudders with horror. Saul of Tarsus was a 
cruel persecutor and murderer. He says himself, he was 
the chief of sinners.t Ineed not tell you that Moses 
was a murderer, that Lot, Solomon, and others were 
guilty of the grossest improprieties. It is in vain to 
attempt to palliate these offences. ‘They were certain- 


* Heb. x. 34.—xii. 28. 1 Pet. 1. 4.—v. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 25.— 
xv. 53. Rev. ii. 11.—xx. 6. 2Cor. iv. 7. Rom. vin. 38, 39. 


+ Gal. vi. 8. Mal.iv. 1. 1 Cor.i. 12. John xv. 6. Matt. 
11.12, t 1 Tim. 1,15. 











Christian Repository. 65 


ly sins of the deepest die. But as these offenders have 
touund favor with God, there is surely hope of others, 
seeing our “God ts no respecter of persons.’** 

14. We dw not believe in endless torture; because the 
arguments alleged in support of it, are far fetched and 
inconclusive.—Our limits will not permit a particular 
examination of the arguments of our opponents. We 
will only offer a few brief remarks upon some of their 
arguments, and upon their general mode of reasoning. 
Tiey generally quote a multitude of passages to prove 
their sentiment, when in fact, these passages only 
speak of punishment, without any regard to its endless 
duration. But such passages are nothing to the pur- 
pose. They must prove that punishment will be end- 
less, or else they prove nothing in this controversy- 
The question relates, not to the existence of punish- 
ment, but to its endless duration; it is, not whether 
men are punished in a future state, but whether it will 
continue while God has existence. All passages, there- 
fore, which speak of punishment thoin a future state, have 
no bearing in this dispute: they must prove that this 
punishment will never cease, or else they are foreign 
to the point at issue. But how often do the votaries of 
interminable torture stun our ears with passages like 
this :—“He that believeth not shall be damned.” Now 
this passage simply says that unbelievers shall be damn- 
ed. It does not even insinuate that this damnation 
will be without end. ‘The fact is, all men have been 
unbelievers, and according to this passage, have,been 
damned ; and if damnation means endless misery, every 
son and daughter of Adam will come short of eterna] 
glory. But men may be damned at one period, and 
saved at another. I will here appeal to the experience 


* 2Chron. xix. 4. Actex.34. Rom.ii. 11. Eph. vi. 9. 
Col. iii. 23. 
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of mankind. [ will ask those who consider themselves 
heirs of glory, whether they were not once unbelievers ? 
I know they will answer in the affirmative. They will 
frankly acknowledge that they were once unbelievers ; 
and according to the passage before us, they were then 
damned. But altho they were once unbelievers, and 
were damned, they now consider themselves heirs of 
salvation. And this is a leading doctrine with the vo- 
taries of endless misery. They constantly aflirm that 
all who arrive at heaven, are raised to that happy situa- 
tion, from a state of sin and condemnation. ‘Tlrus they 
acknowledge that damnation does not mean endless 
misery. And consequently the passage in question, 
and others of a similar nature, have no bearing in the 
case. The truth is, damnation has no relation to time, 
place degree, or continuance. Damnation has no more 
relation to endless suffering ; it is no more expressive 
of duration without end, than the word misery, or pain.* 

Another popular argument with the vulgar to prove 
the eternity of torment, is founded in the word hell. 
Thus—“the wicked shall be turned into hell, and ail 
the nations that forget God.”*+ Upon this text, I will 
only remark ; as all men are wicked in a certain de- 
gree, and as all nations forget God, so it is evident that 
all experience the pains of hel!. But hell cannot mean 
endless misery, unless we admit that all will perish 
everlastingly. The scriptures demonstrate this fact, 
that the nations which are cast into hell, will net remain 
there to endless ages. For they repeatedly assert that 
“All the nations which God hath made, shall worship 
before him, and serve him.’*t The truth of the case is 
this :— Hell, when it is not used to signify the grave, or 


* Rom. iii. 8.—xiv. 23. John iii. 18. Rom. v. 18. 

t Psal. ix. 17. : ” 

t Peal. xxii, 27.—Ixxii, 11.—Ixxxvi. 9. Jer. xxvii. 7. Dan, 
wii. 14, 
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place of the dead, simply means punishment, or misery, 
without any reference to place or duration. Instead of 
its being a state from which there is no deliverance, 
Jonah prayed to God while ia hell,* and was delivered 
therefrom. David by the mercy of God was delivered 
from the lowest hell.t What considerate person will 
hazard the assertion, that there is no deliverance from 
hell, when-the prophet and the psalmist have both been 
delivered ? Since David has been delivered from the 
lowest, that is, fromthe worst hell, there is certainly 
hope of others. 

Another popular argument, and in fact, the principal 
one made use of by our opponents, is drawn from the 
words everlasting, eternal, and forever. But every 
intelligent reader must be sensible that these words are 
not absolute, but loose and equivocal in their meaning. 
They are applied to the priesthood of Aaron, to the 
eovenant of circumcision, and indeed to all the rites 
and ceremonies of the Jewish ritual ; but all these were 
superceded by the gospel of Christ. Jonah applied this 
term to his prison in the belly of the fish, but he was 
there only three days. But the primitive root of the 
words in the original, is still more loose. The sub- 
stsnce of all that can be said upon this subject is this: 
these words are capable of a great variety of meanings, 
and their import must ever be determined by the subject 
to which they are applied. We do not pretend to 
prove the endless happiness of the righteous from the 
strength of these words. We prove that their happi- 
ness will never cease from words and phrases much 
stronger than the words, everlasting, &c.{ After hav- 
ing proved that the joy of the saints will be endless, 
the words everlasting, &c. take an endless sense, when 
applied to that subject; not from the strength of the 


* Jonah ii. 2. t Psal, Ixxxvi. 12, 13, 
¢ See Reason 12th. 
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words, however, but from the nature of the subject to 
which they ave applied. Now if our opposers can prove, 
independent of these words, that misery will be endless, 
then the words everlasting, &c. will take an endless 
sense when applied to the misery of the wicked, but 
not before. I might easily enlarge here, but shall con- 
clude by observing that the great stress which our op- 
ponents lay upon these disputed words, only proves the 
weakness of the cause in which they are engaged. 

As to the vulgar remarks which are constantly made 
by many of our opponents,— “If your doctrine be true, 
what good does preaching do?” “If our doctrine fails, 
yours will catch us ;”’ they only show the weakness of 
the cause they are designed to prop, and the meanness 
of the measures of which its advocates avail themselves. 
That system must be piiiably weak, which requires such 
low and slender means to support it. Such remarks 
well become those who, being weak, are destitute of 
argument; but they are beveath the dignified character 
of a cogent reasoner. I will only add, such remarks 
are well worthy of the sinking system into whose ser- 
vice they are constantly pressed. 

15. We do not believe the doctrine of ceaseless torture ; 
because the scriptures plainly teach the contrary.—The 
first scripture I shall notice, is the promise made to the 
fathers, that “all the nations, all the families and all the 
kindreds of the earth shall be blessed in. their seed,* 
which is Christt To give a correct understanding of 
this promise, two things must be noticed : viz. The na- 
ture of the blessing, and the extent of its application. 
The blessing in its nature must be either temporal or 
spiritual. This blessing is to flow through Jesus Christ. 
But did Christ come into the world to procure rain and 
sunshine, to impart temporal blessings? Surely not. 


* Gen. xii. 3.—xxii. 18.—xxvi. 4.—xxviii. 14. 
t Gal. iii. 16. 








Christian Repasitory. 69 


The mission of Jesus Christ was designed to communi- 
cate spiritual blessings, which include a satvation from 
sin. This is plainly taught by the apostle* “The 
scripture, foreseeing that God wou'd justify the heathen 
through faiih, preached before the gospel, to Abraham, 
saving, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” Here we 
are expressly assured that the blessing promised to 
Abraham was no other than justification through faith, 
or eternal life in the Mediator. ‘The universality of the 
promise cannot be doubted. It extends to all the na- 
tions, all the families, and all the kindreds of the earth. 
i know of no language which can be more universal. 
If any are excluded from this promise, they must be 
monsters indeed ; for they cannot be members of any 
of the nations, kindreds, or families ofthe earth. Some 
pretend that these expressions are to be understood 
nationally, and not individually ; consequently, when 
all the nations are saved as nations, some individuals 
belonging to the nations, may be lost. But the scrip- 
tures authorize no such construction. When such lan- 
guage is applied to the creation of man, no one pretends 
to limit it. And it ought not to be limited in the pres- 
ent case. Jesus Christ ordered his gospel to be preach- 
ed to the whole world. St. Matthew records it, “Go 
and teach all nations 3°? and St. Mark, “Preach the gos- 
pel to every creature.’ Now it is pet iectiy evident 
that St. Matthew means thie same Dy ail nations, that 
St. Mark does by every creature. The expression, “all 
nations,” includes every individual. And the promise 
to the fathers must be understood in the same manner, 

sal 


as including every individual. In this sense it was un- 
derstood by Sr. Peter, who, after citing the promise 
made to Abraham, adds, Unto you first, Ged, having 
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ing every one of you from his iniquities.°* By this 
quotation it will be seen that the apostle understood 
the promise individually, and that it consisted in beimg 
turned from sin 10 the enjoyment of eternal life. The 
passage in question, therefore, contains an absolute 
promise of eterual life to every individual of mankind. 
in the 45th chap. of Isaiah, we have a positive promise 
of the final happiness.of all men. “Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for 1 am God, and 
there is none else. Ihave sworn by myself, the word 
is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not 
return, that unto me every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength.”t The phraseology of this 
passage is unlimited. It extends to all the ends of the 
earth, and includes every knee and every tongue. It is 
generally acknowledged that this passage applies to all 
inep ; but the advocates for the eternity of punishment 
pretend that the genuflection here spoken of, is forced, 
and not voluntary. But frem the language of the pas- 
Sage, it appears that the bowing is voluntary. The 
passage begins, “Look unto me, and be ye saved.”” Now 
if looking to Godt will entitle us to salvation, certainly 
bowing to him can do no less. No person acquainted 
with language, will say that bowing is less expressive 
of sincere worship than looking. ‘The prophet, when 
inquiring how he should worship God acceptably, says, 
“wherewith shall I bow myself before the high Godr’*t 
St Paul to show his devotion says, “l bow my knees 
unto the Father.’*] Bowing, in these passages, means 
Sincere worship. When God forbade divine worship 
to be paid to idols, he savs, thou shalt not bow down to 
them, nor serve them.”§ Here again bowing signifies 
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voluntary and divine worship. And so in the passage 
before us. When every knee bows before the Lord, 
hen is sincere worship rendered unto him. But they 
are also to swear feaity to him. And a clause of their 
oath is recorded. They are te swear that they have 
righteousvess and strength in the Lord. And how can 
this take place, if toev be endiessiy miserable? if they 
are to remain unrighteous to eternity, how can they 
swear that they have rightzousness in the Lord? Again; 
they are all represented as bowing and swearing in the 
same manner. We have no right to say that some bow 
penitently and others impenitently, when the language 
applied to both is precisely the same. They all bow in 
the same manner; thev must therefore, all bow penitently 
or impenitently. But no one wii! pretend that all bow 
impenitently ; and hence the worship must be voluntary 
and divine. Thus when the oath of Jehovah is accom- 
plished, all rebeliion will cease, and every intelligent 
being will partake of saivation. 

Isaiah says, “And in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all peoplea feast of fat things, a feast 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the less, well refined. And he will destroy 
in this mountain the face of the covering cast over ail 
people, and the vail that is spread overall nations. He 
will swalluw up death in victory ; and the Lord Gud 
will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke 
of his people shall he take away from off all the earth : 
for the Lord has spoken it.”* This passage is too 
clear to need comment. Inaddition to the passages 
already noticed, we have others which assure us that 
Christ shall make an end of transgression, take away 
the sin of the world, destroy the devil and his works, 
put aii enemies under his feet, subdue all things unto 


* isa. xxv. 6,7, 8. 
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himself, make all things new, and draw all men to him 
and accept them; that God will gather all things in 
Christ, and reconcile the world and all things to 
himself; that the whole creation shall be delivered 
from corruption; that as many as die in Adam shall be 
made alive by Christ; that grace, righteousness, and 
eternal life, shall abound beyond sin and death; that 
death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed; that there 
shall be no more death; that God shall be allin all: and 
that every creature in heaven, earth and sea, shall as- 
cribe divine honors to that God who will not contend 
forever; keep anger forever; or be always wroth, but 
who is the Savior of all men, satan: of those who be- 
lieve.* "These and many other passages which might 
be quoted, go directly to ‘disprove the doctrine of end- 
less misery, and to substantiate the “restitution of all 
things.” 

What has been offered under the preceding heads, is 
only a specimen of the arguments in favor of our views. 
But enough has been said to show that the doctrine of 
ceaseless torture is destitute of scripture or reason for 
support; that it Is upjust and unmerciful in a ilis- 
honorable to Go-!, and horrid to his creatures. Let no 
person conclude from any thing which wn been said, 
that, we deny the doctrines of faith and repentance. 
‘These we consider as the only means by which any can 
enter Heaven. The salvation in which we believe, isa 
salvation from sin and its fatal consequences. The 
idea that men will be admitted to heaven in their sins, 
we protest against, as both unscriptural and absurd. 
Therefore, when we say that all men will become hap- 
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py ; we mean to be understood, that all men will be- 
come penitent and believing, and that through the me- 
dium of their virtuous affections, they will enjoy perma- 
nent beatitade. 

A word to the reader, and I close. You have now 
probably perused the foregoing pages; and permit me 
to ask you, can you believe in unmerciful, excruciating, 
never-ending torture ? Can you give countenance to a 
system which deprives God of his perfections, and his 
Son of those souls for whom he died ? a system which 
represents God as forcing innocent beings into existence 
to make them eternally miserable, and the saints as 
rejoicing at the sight of the anguish? Can you ascribe 
infinite perfection to the Father of mercies, and still 
represent him “partial, changeful, passionate, unjust r” 
Are you serving God acceptably by representing him 
vindictive and cruel, and thereby depriving his charac- 
ter of its worth, and devotion of its being? If you are 
not desirous of ascribing that to your Creator and Father, 
which you would blush to acknowledge of yourself, [ 
eutreat you to reject the repulsive doctrine of endless 
misery, and embrace the doctrine of the Restoration, 
which is in unison with the desires of God, the prayers 
of Christ, and the devotional feelings of all holy intel- 
ligencies; a doctrine revealed in the scriptures, and 
supported by reason, and which is honorabie to the di- 


vine Being, and productive of the best good of the 
universe. 


—_——-— 
For the Christian Repository. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 





Mr. Editor, 
It will be recollected by most of your readers, that 
Br. John Brooks, in several former numbers, has ap- 
_ peared in opposition to the doctrine of future punish- 


ment. He seems now to keep the same object in view; 
VOL. VI. 7 
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but has confined himself to one particular mode of at- 
tack. The turning point with him, appears to rest on 
the proof of individual existence, between death and 
the resurrection. [I have always believed that man 
possesses something which is not strictly mortal ; or 
what is usually called an immortal soul. 

It will easily be perceived that my opponent endea- 
vors to bring man to the level of a beast, in relation to 
spirit, as well as in relation toatemporal body. “They 
all have one breath,’ which he interprets to mean spirit, 
“so that a man hath no pre eminence over a beast.” [ 
would ask my opponent, in this place, why Jesus Christ 
came to save men rather’than beasts ? If man, in rela- 
tion to the subject in question, has no pre eminence 
over a beast, how did it come to pass that he tasted 
death for every man, and nut for every beast ? 

In the text which my opponent quotes from Solomon, 
the wise man evidently confines his thoughts to the 
things of this natural life, “coneerning the estate of the 
sons of men ;” and he sums the whole in this general 
expression, “All is vanity.” But when the dignity of 
man is spoken of by the Psalmist, in comparisen with 
the beast, we find he is differently represented. “What 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of 
man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him 
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him 
with glory and honor. Thou madest him to have domin- 
ion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all 
things under his feet: All sheep and oxen; yea, and 
the beasts of the field.” Ps. viii. 4, 5, 6, 7. 

It affords satisfactory proof to me, that man possesses 
an immortal soul, or spirit, to be informed that he was 
created in the image of God. We all understand by 
an image, likeness or resemblance. We are not to un- 
derstand by this image, however, the shape of any bodily 
ferm ; and if we are not to understand it in this manner, 
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we certainly have no reason to believe any thing, the 
nature of which is altogether earthly, can be an image 
of the great Creator. “Take ye, therefore, good heed,” 
says Moses, “unto yourselves, (for ye saw no manner of 
similitude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in 
Horeb, out of the midst of the fire,) lest you corrupt your- 
selves, and make you a graven image, the likeness of any 
figure, the- likeness of male or female; the likeness of 
any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged 
fowl! that flieth in the air; the likeness of any thiug that 
creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is 
in the waters beneath the earth: and lest thou lift up 
thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, 
and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, 
shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, 
which the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations 
under heaven.” Deut. iv. 15—19. The argument now 
comes before us in this manner: God has shown noth- 
ing to the literal eye of man that is his likeness. Dust 
and corruption, we infer, cannot be in the image of God 
in any sense whatever. But man possesses the image 
of God ; he must, therefore, possess something, the im- 
age of which comes not in contact with the literal sight, 
nor is describable by literal objects; but something re- 
sembling his own nature, and on which he has stamped 
the likeness of his own immortality. 

We believe the foregoing arguments are corroborated 
by the scripture representation that man is the offspring 
of God. We never find a beast called the offspring or 
son of God; neither is such an animal ever said to be 
in the image of God. 

Our Savior’s words to the thief, (Luke xxiii. 43) 
“Verily I say unto thee, to-day thou shalt be with me 
in paradise,” forms a very strong objection to my oppo- 
nent’s idea that death destroys a person’s individuality. 
lf Christ possessed individual existence after death, we 














76 Christian Repository. 


cannot well understand how the thief could be with 
him in paradise, without enjoying a similar kind of ex- 
istence. And if we suppose them both to land from the 
cross to an immediate state of unconsciousness, the 
propriety of calling such a state paradise would still 
remain to be explained. It seems, of itself, to form an 
insurmountable difficulty to the position which we now 
have occasion to oppose. 

I am disposed to introduce one passage more on this 
subject, and then refrain for the present. “Fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.”? Matt. x. 28. See also, Luke xii. 
4,5. From this passage we learn that killing the body 
does not kill the soul; else, he that had power to kill 
the first, would also have power to kill the last; but the 
text declares that man has no such power. Besides, we 
are commanded to fear God from the consideration that 
the soul is punishable as well as the body. “Fear him 
which after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ; 
yea, I say unto you, fear him.” St. Matthew speaks of 
God’s being able to destroy both soul and body in hell, 
but mentions no particular period, such as to say, after 
death. So according to St. Matthew, soul and body 
may be fellow sufferers, when the body is capable of 
suffering, and, of course, is living ; and according to St 
Luke, the soul may suffer after the body is killed. 
These ideas I think are evident, if scripture language 
may be aliowed to speak its own meaning. The passa- 
ges we have adduced appear to render our subject so 
clear, that further labor is deemed unnecessary, at 
least, till we know what kind of opposition we shall be 
called to encounter. 

Our brother has intimated that he is about leaving 
this field of controversy, and yet in his last effort, has 
sown the seeds of disputation with an unsparing hand. 
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In one letter he has attacked “the existence of individ- 
ual spirits,’ proposed his “Queries concerning God’s 
decree,” “Question for the Restorationist,” and “A 
question for the believer in endless misery to solve.”? 
We feel to indulge the remark, that we think these are 
large strides for a season of retirement! They are bet- 
ter suited to a morning exercise; when the day is be- 
fore the laborer, than for a calm repose, when the shades 
of the evening are fast approaching. However, we are 
not disposed to hold our brother against his inclination : 
but we had been better pleased, ‘if, after laying out so 
much work, he had not left us to perform the whole 


alone. SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 
Reading, July 5, 1825. 


For the Christian Repository. 
ANSWER TO THE QUESIION FOR A RESTORATIONIST. 
Mr. Editor, 

In examining your last number of the Christian Re- 
pository, I noticed a question for a Hestorationist. As 
I profess to be one of the number for whom the ques- 
tion was intended, I would offera few remarks upon it. 

‘The writer asks, if on our ground, we must not “sup- 
pose a continuance of the same temptations, the same 
propensities, the same transgressions, and, in short, the 
saine conditions, in every particular, which here re- 
quires the infliction of chastisement 7’ If there be any 
force in this question, it rests entirely on the assumed 
hypothesis, that when the act of transgression, for which 
the subject is punis shable, ceases, the cause of punish- 
ment is removed. ‘he whole difficulty, therefore, 
which our opponent supposes he has thrown in our way, 
is founded on an assumed position that is evidently 
false. The thief, the robber, or the murderer, In prison, 
if he have the same propensities, has not the same 
temptations, nor commits the same transgressions, bor 
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in short, is he in the same condition, in every particu- 
lar ; and yet he is to be punished for the wickednéss 
he has done, and not for that which he is doing where 
there is no opportunity to perpetuate those crimes. 
According to our opponent, if children are subject to 
punishment here, they must always be precisely, in eve- 
ry particular, children, or they cannot be punished. 
If they receive an enlargement of mind, throw off a few 
of their former temptations by approximating toward 
mature age, or are placed in a different condition, they 
cannot be punished: because there is a progress toward 
a more perfect state, They are not precisely, and in 
every particular, in the same condition in which we 
found them when they were children, and were in that 
state the subjects of chastisement. 

Our querist thinks “the principle’ of chastisement 
“is perfectly reasonable ;”’ but he cannot see now it can 
be without every minute circumstance which attends 
the transgressor in this life. For my own part, I can 
rest this subject very contentedly on the superior know- 
ledge of my Maker. His word declares that “the Lord 
knoweth now to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgement to be punished.” 2 Pet. ii. 9. We learn 
then that the Lord knows how to punish people by re- 
serving them to a particular period for that purpose, 


tho many of our modern Universalists are amazed be- 
yond measure, to think how such a thing can be. 


S.C. LOVELAND. 
Reading, July 7, 1825. 


== 
For the Christian Repository. 
COMMUNICATION, 


The following communication was prepared for, and originally 
published in the Herald of Salvation, at Watertown, N. Y. 


but as it was never answered in that paper, and as it is be- 
lieved that the subject is one of importance, it is again sub- 
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mitted to the consideration of a candid public, through the 
medium of the Repository. 


Mr. Editor, 

As you profess to be friendly to the investigation of 
the scriptures, and have frequently solicited an open 
and candid discussion of religious subjects, [ avail my- 
self of the invitation; and would request your atten- 
tion to.a subject which has lain with considerable weight 
on my mind, for a great length of time; and which 
is considered by Christians of all denominations, to be 
one of the greatest importance, viz. the subject of the 
divine government and control of all events connected 
with the accountability of man. 

That God controls and governs all things, and all 
events, agreeably to his own will and pleasure, is a 
principle which appears to me to be clearly and plainly 
taught in the following passages of scripture: Eph. i. 11. 
“Who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will.’ Isa. xlvi. 10. “My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure.” xiv. 24. “The Lord of hosts 
hath sworn, saying, surely, as I have thought, so shall 
it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand.” xlv. 7. “[ form the light and create darkness ; 
I make peace and create evil; I the Lord do all these 
things.” Amos iii. 6. “Shall there be evil in the city, 
and the Lord hath not done it’? From the above, and 
similar expressions of the scriptures, it appears evident 
that the divine government extends to all events, even 
to the establishment of evilin the world ; and it appears 
equally evident from other scriptures, that man is ac- 
countable for his conduct, and that God will inflict on 
him a punishment commensurate with his crimes. The 
latter proposition is supported by the following scrip- 
tures. Ex. xxxiv. 7. “And that will by no means clear 
the guilty.” Isa. iil. 11. “Woe unto the wicked! it 
shall be ill with him; for the reward of his lands shall 
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be given him.”?”) Rom. ii. 6,9. “Who will render te 
every man accerding to his deeds. Tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil.” vi. 23. 
“For the wages of sin is death.” Ezek. xviii. 4. “The 
soul that sinneéth, it shall die.” 2 Cor. v. 10. “For we 
must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ ; 
that every one may receive the things in his body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
But | need not multiply quotations to prove a proposi- 
tion, which is admitted by all to be true. 

The question that arises in my mind from the two 
foregoing propositions, and which I find great difficulty 
in seivion, is this: How can we reconcile those two 
principles with each other, and with the justice and 
poodness of God? [tis a self-evident proposition, that 
no two truths can directly contradict each other, or, in 
other words, that no twe propositions, which are diamet- 
ricaily opposed to each other, can both be true; and 
yet we find that both of the principles above stated, ap- 
pear to be plainly and unequivocally taught in the 
scriptures. It is a Known fact, that the Christian world 
is divided between those two principles; one part be- 
lieving that “God fore ordained whatsoever comes to 
pass ;” and the other, that all things (so far at least, as 
respects human actions) are cuntivgent, or depending 
wholly on the will of the creature ; and writers of great 
learning and abilities have not been wanting, as advo- 
cates on both sides of the question. Hence it is evi- 
dent, that there is (as it respects the principles of the 
christian world) an apparent contradiction in the two 
propositions above stated ; and the following questions 
naturally arise. Ist. Are each of those propositions 
true, and plainly revealed in the scriptures? 2d. If 
beth be true, are they opposed, or contradictory to each 
other? Sd. If both be true, and unopposed to each 
other, are they, or either of them in opposition to the 
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principles of strict justice, or the goodness of our hea- 
venly Father? A satisfactory answer to the foregoing 
questions will, I think, have a tendency to throw light 
on divine revelation, and dispel from the minds of many 
Sincere inquirers after truth, the clouds of darkness in 
which they are now enveloped. 

This communication is not intended for the purpose 
of commencing a controversy, for the sake of argument ; 
but to elicit from you, or some of your correspondents, a 
calm and dispassionate discussion of the subject, that 
“the ways of God to man” may be vindicated, and the 
character of our Father in heaven be cleared from the 
aspersions which are cast upon it, by many of the creeds 
and traditions of men. ARISTIDES. 





For the Christian Repository. 
Mr. Editor, 

Sir, If you think the following lines will subserve the in- 
terest of liberal principles, by being made known to the 
world in a more public manner, you will much oblige your 
brother and brethren in this section of the country, by giv- 
ing them an insertion in your religious publication. 


ABEL ABBOT, Jan. 


THE SPIRIT AND CAVILS OF FREE-WILL LIMITARIANISM 
IN EAST HATLEY, LOWER CANADA, 


June 12, 1825, I attended public worship with the 
free-will people in this place. Soon after the com- 
mencement of the meeting, a young brother from Stan- 
stead, by the name of Abel Moulton, came in, and be- 
ing invited into the speaker’s stand, he soon began to 
speak, and to read as the foundation of his discourse, 
the following passage of scripture. “For all flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.” 
1 Pet. i 24. While Mr. M. spoke from these words, 
he appeared to be very zealous. and gave us some very 
good discourse. But his zeal for his tenets caused him 
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to digress several times from his subject. He set up 
the doctrine of God’s impartial goodness as the mark 
for his bow ; but as near as I could judge, his fires did 
no great execution. He stated that if all men are to 
be saved, then a great part of the bible is without any 
meaning, for it abounds with exhortations for men to be 
holy. After the meeting was dismissed for the fore- 
noon, as I walked from my seat to the door, a brother 
gave me his hand, and said he was glad to see me at 
meeting. [asked him, why? He said, that I migit get 
good. This caused me to stop and have a little con- 
versation with him and several of the other brethren: 
Soon the young minister came up and united in our 
conference. He said, that he wished to know whether 
I believed in the salvation of all men. I told him I be- 
lieved that God was the Savior of all men, and that it 
was the will of Jehovah that all men shonid be saved 
from the power of sin and death. And i further stated, 
that t believed that Christ came into this world to do 
his father’s will, and that the pleasure of the Lo-d would 
prosper in lis hands. Do you not believe this? said I. 
Yes, said the minister. Then why did you say in your 
discourse, “If this doctrine be true, much of this book, 
(the bible) is without meaning.” ‘To this question, the 
brethren gave answer for their minister, and said, that 
Christ was not the Savior of unbelievers till they be- 
lieved. I then prepesed this question: Why do you 
exhort unbelievers tu beliewe in Christ as their Savior, 
if he be not their Savior? The answer that I received 
was, that he might become their Savior. Then I obseiv- 
ed to them; Brethren, if 1 understand your meaning, 
you exhort men to believe a lie, that faith in that he 
may become a Saving truth. But it appears to me quite 
otherwise, that the children of men are damned for not 
believing the truth. We should remember that betiev- 
ing of the truth never makes it more true, ver will the 
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disbelieving of the truth convert it into a lie, even tho 
we should remain in unbelief till we die. 

The minister then obse: ved to me and said, It appears 
you hold to repentance ard salvation after death, which 
is very contrary to the scriptures of divine truth. I re- 
plied by observing that we read that Christ went and 
preachedto the spirits in prison, and that the design ef his 
preaching must be to save those prisoners. St. Peter says, 
“For this cause was the gospel preached, also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judged according to: 
men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.” 
1 Pet. iv. 6. After I quoted this passage of scripture, 
several of the people said that Christ did not preach to 
the spirits in prison in his own person, but it was Noah 
that preached to the inhabitants of the eld world by the 
spirit of Christ. 

Br. Moulton then asked me how long it would be be- 
fore those that die in unbelief, would believe, or whether 
there was any thing in the biole to prove they would ever 
believe. I told him, as to the exact number of years, 
neither I, nor any other mortal, at present, could know; 
but that the seriptures abundantly prove that the time 
will come, “in the dispensation of the fullness of times,” 
when God will gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him.” Br. _M. said he wished to see the 
passage which [ had quoted, and to examine every little 
word, as that might alter the seuse. So I then read to 
him, Ephesians, Ist chap. 9, 19; also, Eph. 2d chap. 
7—10, in which the doctrine of the final restoration is 
most plainly revealed. Br. M. said that the passage 
did not say that all mankind should be gathered into 
Christ, and as the little word to was lacking, it did not 
signify that the human family should be brought to have 
faith in Christ. I then read Eph. Ist chap. Lith verse, 
- ebserving to the minister, that according to his rule of 
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interpretation, the apostles had obtained an inheritance 
in Christ, without faith in him, as the little word to was 
lacking. At this moment a great number of the breth- 
ren commenced singing, the conference ended, and I 
went away for the present. 

Afternoon Service. 

As is customary in most meetings, prayer and sing- 
ing commenced the service, after which, Brother Japhat 
Laban mentioned the circumstance of the famine in 
Egypt, and the manner in which the people came to 
Joseph to buy food, and applied it to christian experi- 
ence, stating that hunger would drive one man to be 
the servant of another. But he stated that mankind 
would not become servants of Christ so long as they 
could obtain food otherwise. He also observed, that if 
the people had not come to Joseph, they must have 
starved and perished ;—which was all very well. Here 
closed the remarks of Br. Laban. After he had sat 
down, and silence reigned through the assembly for a 
little season, there was liberty given for any one to 
speak. I arose and observed that I wished to make a 
few observations and read a few passages of scripture. 

At this moment, a brother Atwood fetched a hollow 
groan, and said, Look to God, brethren, and hold your 
strength. (Meaning, as I suppose, that the reading of 
that scripture which I should select, would militate 
against their faith.) 1 now observed that I agreed with 
Br. Laban’s observations, and inquired if it were not 
reasonable to believe that pinching hunger will cause 
all men to come to Christ, and find in him that food 
which will satisfy the thirst of an immortal mind. Christ 
says, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men after me.” John xii. $2. 1 next proceed- 
ed to make some observations on the common idea of 
this life’s being the only state of probation, and noticed 
that | never heard of but two or three passages of scrip- 
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ture which was ever brought for its support, and that 
they were far from proving it, according to my under- 
standing. 

I made some observations on Solomon’s words, re- 
corded in Eccl. ix. 10. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whith- 
er thou goest.” This passage, I observed, which our 
limitarian christians so frequently quote to prove that 
there will not be any alteration after death, does not 
very well answer their whole purpose. It proves, if it 
proves any thing, that there will be neither misery nor 
happiness. But we should remember that Solomon was 
only speaking about the body in the grave, and not 
abuut the immortal spirit. I also made some observa- 
tions on Christ’s words, recorded in St. John viii. 21. 
“Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and 
ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I 
go, ye cannot come.” I endeavored te shew the people 
why Christ thus spake te the Jews, and gave them the 
reason why they could not fellow him, because they 
were of this world, and he was not of this world. I 
showed them the reason why the Jews should die in 
their sins, because they would not believe in Christ. I 
observed, however, the time was approaching, when the 
gews should believe in, and know Christ, and that “all 
shall know him, from the least to the greatest.” I then 
concluded by exhorting the people to believe in, and 
love Christ. I had no sooner finished my observations, 
than a sister Bean and a number of the brethren com- 
menced singing a hymn, the following verse I give as a 
specimen : 

Don't you see the poor backslider, 
Who was once near heaven's door ? 


Now he has denied his Savier. 
And is worse than e’er before. 


Vou. VI. 8 
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After singing, some intimated that they had been per- 
secuted. 1 arose and observed that it was not my 
meaning to wound any one’s feelings ; but that [ was 
willing to search and to be searched. Some of the 
brethren expressed a willingness that others should en- 
joy their opinion as well as they themselves; while oth- 
ers were opposed to any investigation of these things. 
The meeting was now concluded, and I believe what 
was said and done will eventually terminate in good. 
A. A. 


) —___ 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE UNIVERSAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 

The New-Hampshire Universal Association met at Han- 
cock, N. H. on Tuesday evening, June 7, 1825, at the house 
of Br. John Washburn, where they opened the business of the 
council, by uniting in solemn and devout prayer, with Br. 
Elias Smith. 

ORGANIZED THE COUNCIL. 


Ist. Chose Br. Elias Smith, Moderator. 

2d. Chose Br. Robert Bartlett, Clerk. 

3d. Chose Brs. Charles Hudson, S. C. Loveland and Lem- 
uel Willis, a committee to receive requests, if any there be, 
for letters of fellowship, or ordination, and to report thereon. 

4th. Adjourned to 7 o%lock, Wednesday morning. 

5th. Met on Wednesday morning; Prayer by Br. 8. C. 
Loveland. 

6th. Made arrangements for public services. 


MORNING SERVICE. 

Br, L. Willis, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. Warren Skinner, Sermon, from 2 Tim. ii. 19.—“Never- 
theless the foundation cf God standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that 
nameth the name of Christ, depart from iniquity.” 

Br. Lyman Maynard, concluding prayer. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Br. R. Bartlett, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. C. Hudson, the Sermon, from 1 Cor. ii. 14.—“But the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God; for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned.” 
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EVENING SERVICE. 

Br. W. Skinner, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. R, Bartlett, the Sermon, from Ps. xc. 14.—“O satisfy 
us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all 
our days.” 

Br. S. C. Loveland, concluding Prayer. 

BUSINESS OF THE COUNCIL. 

7th. Heard the report of the committee appointed to re- 
teive requests for letters of fellowship or ordination, who 
reported in favor of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. Ly- 
man Maynard, and to confer ordination on Br. Warren Skin- 
ner, which report was unanimously accepted. 

8th. Adjourned to 8 o’clock, Thursday morning. 

9th. Met, Thursday morning, according to adjournment, 
and opened the business of the council by humbly invoking a 
blessing from the Deity, upon ourselves and all mankind, 
with Br. L. Willis. 

10th. Chose Brs. W. Skinner, C. Hudson and S. C. Love- 
land, a committee to draft a constitution for the government 
of this Association. 

lith. Voted, that all the Societies in connexion with this 
Association, be requested to send one or more delegates to 
represent them at the next annual session of this Association. 

12th. Made arrangements for pubiic exercises on Thursday, 

MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. L. Maynard, introductory Prayer. 

Br. E. Smith. Sermon, from Rev. v. 7.—“.4nd he came and 
took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the 
throne.” 

Br. L.-Willis, concluding Prayer. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE. 

Br C. Hnadson, introductory Prayer. 

Br. S. C. Loveland, Sermon, from 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2.—“There- 
fore. seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, 
we faint not ; but have renounced the hidden things of dishones- 
ty, not walking tn craftiness, nor handling the word of God de- 
cetifully ; but. by manifestation uf the truth, commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight oa of God.” 

Rr. L. Willis made the ordaining Prayer. 

Br. E. Smith gave the charge and delivered the scriptures. 

’ Br. R. Bartlett gave the right hand of fellowship, 

Br. E. Smith made the concluding Prayer, and pronounced 
the benediction. 

Thus, harmoniously, pleasantly and religiously closed our 
public religious exercises in this Association. 


- 
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BUSINESS IN COUNCIL. 


13th. Chose Br. W. Skinner, Standing Clerk of this Asso- 
ciation, and purchased him a book to keep the records in. 

14th, Voted, that the proceedings of this Association be 
published in the Christian Repository, accompanied with a 
Circular Letter from Br. C. Hudson, and request the editors 
of our other religious publications to give them an insertion 
ia their columns. 

15th. Adjourned this Associaticn to meet by divine per- 
mission, at Jaffrey, N. H. on the second Wednesday and 
Thursday in June, 1826. 


The places of residence of the ministering brethren who were at 
this meeting. 

Br. Elias Smith, Boston, Mass. Br. Samuel C. Loveland, 
Reading, Vt. Br. Charles Hudson, Westminster, Mass. Br. 
Warren Skinner, Langdon, N. H. Br. Robert Bartlett, 
Hartland. Vt. Br. Lemuel Willis, Lebanon, N. H. Br. Ly- 
man Maynard, Barre, Mass. 





EPISTLE. 

To their brethren in the faith of the gospel, the members of the 
New-Hampshire Universal “Association, present Christian 
sc.utation, humbly praying that a comialin of God may be 
realized by ali. that enjoyment may be as exténsive as crealion. 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 
The infinitely wise Director of all events has kindly favor- 
ed us with another opportunity of meeting our friends and 
brethren from various parts of the heritage of our Lord, and 
has given us abundant reason to bless his holy name. We 
were received by the brethren in the faith, and by the 
friends of liberal and consistent Christianity in the place of 
our assembling, with the liveliest expressions of friendship 
and affection, which were sensibly felt. and feelingly recip- 
rocated by us. The affairs of our council were conducted in 
the greatest harmony. All things were done in the unity of 
the spirit. One brother was received as a laborer in the 
vineyard, and another was set apart by solemn ordination. 
We took sweet counsel together, and walked to the house of 
God in company, where our attention was directed to the char- 
acter of God, and the foundation laid in Zion ; and to the na- 
ture of man, and the extent of his faculties ; which led us ear- 
nestly to implore the satisfying mercy of God, and to rejoice 
that the Lion of the tribe of Judah was permitted to take the 
book, and by loosing the seals, to unfold to our view ts lumin- 
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ous pages, where we beheld the glorious ministry of reconcili- 
ation, which was supported by divine mercy, and which directs 
its laborers to renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, to spurn 
craftiness, and handling the word of God with deceit—a minis- 
try which enjoins upon its watchmen to manifest the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and so commend themselves to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God. These exercises were rendered 
impressive by devout and solemn prayers, and delightful by 
Strains of music which cheered and gladdened our hearts. 

Brethren in the faith of the gospel, while we realize the 
favors of our Father in heaven, and witness the extension of 
our Cause on every hand, it becomes us to be mindfu! of that 
Being from whom cometh every good and perfect gift. It is 
not sufficient that we embrace the truth in theory ; we must 
adorn our profession by practice, if we would appear Chris- 
tians to men, or be accepted as such by the Judge of the 
world. The religion of Jesus Christ is valuable only as it 
tends to make us happy; that is, as it tends to make us vir- 
tuous. A system which does not move us in gratitude to our 
God, and good will to men, is only a bubble. “Tis not sufii- 
cient for us to believe in God’s impartial goodness. We 
must add to our faith, virtue, or else our profession is an e:np- 
ty sound. Our opposers have long charged our doctrine with- 
a licentious tendency. This sarcasm has often been confu- 
ted in theory. It only remains for us to confute it in prac- 
tice, and our triumph will be complete. Nothing will silence 
an adversary like a life of godliness and honesty. This is a 
silent, but solid argument, “the strength of which our opposers 
will be compelled to acknowledge. But if we repel the 
charge ever so often in theory, while our conduct confesses 
it true, we are only strengthening the hands of our enemies ; 
we are furnishing them with a weapon which they will wield 
with assiduity and success. In your social relation, much 
can be done to aid the canse of the gospel. Do not neglect 
to form yourselves into societies. and to organize churches, 
that thereby you may commemorate the dying love of our 
dear Redeemer in the way of his own appointment. You are 
earnestly requested in future to represent yourselves in this 
Association, by one or more of your brethren, whom you may 
select. In this manner, a social intercourse will be opened 
between all our societies. which will tend to bind them to- 
gether by the strong cement of intimacy, friendship and mu- 
tual interest. 

The brethren in the ministry will permit me to offer a few 
words for their consideration. All the moral obligations 


5 * 
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which are binding upon believers in general, are doubly so 
upon us. But the point to which I would call your attention, 
is that of our public labors. Much wisdom is necessary to 
direct us faithfully on this subject. The complexion of our 
cause depends, in a good degree, upon the course we pursue 
sn this respect. If we only act the part of assailants, and 
direct all our labors against the tottering system of endless 
misery, if we are perpetually dwelling upon doctrines, it is to be 
feared that we shall make our hearers petty disputants, rather 
than pious and practical Christians. That cause must be 
weak which requires its votaries to be always laboring in its 
defence. We have carried on our warfare against the com- 
mon enemy, till his forces have been driven from the field, 
and disposed in the brush-wood. An offensive warfare, there- 
fore, is no longer necessary. Instead of keeping our legions 
arrayed on our frontiers, which must, of course, exhaust our 
resources, instead of laboring exclusively to extend the 
bounds of our Israel, which will only render our empire un- 
wieldy and enfeebled, let us, in the true policy of the day, 
turn our attention to internal improvements, and endeavor by 
all means to consolidate our republic. This is the most effec- 
tual manner of promoting the interest of our cause. If we 
dwell perpetually upon the promises of God, we go counter 
to the example of him, who was anointed to proclaim “the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord, and the day of the vengeance of our 
God.” If we make no other use of the threatenings in scrip- 
ture, than to explain them away, and convert them into 
mere promises, we weaken the obligations of the religion we 
profess, and injure the cause we are laboring to support. 
Since virtue and happiness are inseparably connected, let us 
direct our labors to this one point, viz. to make men virtuous. 
In our public and private capacity, may this be our end and 
aim. In all our public labors, let us strive, not to exhibit wit 
and bitterness, but to display candor and charity; not te 
amuse the fancy, but to instruct the understanding ; not to 
excife people to laughter, but move them to soberness; for 
the church is not a play-house, nor the bible-a jest-book. 
“And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” 


By order, CHARLES HUDSON. 
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The following is a copy of an original letter from the venera- 
ble Franklin, to a minister of a church in the south part of 
New-Jersey, which has been recently discovered there, 
among some old family papers. It is a composition per- 
fectly in the manner and spirit of that great and good man. 


Philadelphia, June 6, 1753. 
‘Dear Sir, 

I received your kind letter ef the 2d inst. and am 
glad to hear that you increase in strength—I hupe you 
will continue mending until you recover your former 
health and firmness. Let me know whether you still 
use the cold bath, and what effect it has. As to the 
kindness you mention, I wish it could have been of 
more serious service to you; but if it had, the only 
thanks { should desire, are, that you woald always be 
ready to serve any other person that may need your 
assistance; and so let good offices go round: for man- 
kind are all of a faith For my own part, when I am 
enployed in serving others, } do not look upon myself 
as conferring favors, but as paying debts. In my travels 
and since my settlement, | have received much kindness 
from men to whom I shall never have an opportunity of 
making the least direct return ; and numberless mercies 
from God, who is infinitely above being benefitted by our 
services. These kindnesses from men, I can, therefore, 
only return to their fellow men ; and I can only show 
my gratitude to God by a readiness to help his other 
children, and wy brethren, for I do not think that thanks 
and compliments, though repeated weekly, can discharge 
our real obligations to each other, and much less, to our 
Creator. 

“You will see, in this my notion of good works, that 
I am far from’xpecting to merit heaven by them. By 
heaven, we und :rstand a state of happiness, infinite in 
degree and eternal in duration. I can do nothing te 
deserve such a reward. He that, for giving a draught 
of cold water toa thirsty person, should expect to be 
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paid with a good plantation, would be modest in his 
demands compared with those who think they deserve 
heaven for the little good they do on earth. Even the 
mixed imperfect pleasures we enjoy in this world, are 
rather from God’s goodness than our merit ; how much 
more so the happiness of heaven? For my part, I have 
not the vanity to think [ deserve it, the folly to expect 
it, or the ambition to desire it, but content myself in 
submitting to the disposal of that God who made me, 
who has hitherto preserved and blessed me, and in 
whose fatherly goodness I may well confide, that he 
never will make me miserable, and that the affliction I 
may at any time suffer, may tend to my benefit. 

“The faith you mention has, doubtless, its use in the 
world. Ido not desire to see it lessened in any man, 
but L wish it were more productive of good works than 
I have generally seen it. I medh real good works of 
kindness, charity, mercy and public spirit ; not holy-day 
keeping, sermon hearing or reading ; performing church 
ceremonies, or making long prayers, filled with flat- 
teries and compliments, despised even by wise men, and 
much less capable of pleasing the Deity. 

“The worship of God is a duty—the hearing and 
reading may be useful ; but if men rest in hearing and 
praying as too many do, it is as if the tree should value 
itself on being watered and putting forth leaves, though 
it never produced any fruit. 

“Your good master thought much less of these outward 
appearances than many of his modern disciples. He 
preferred the doers of the word to the hearers; the son 
that seemingly refused to obey his fathemand yet per- 
formed his commands, to him that profeseéd his readi- 
ness, but neglected the work ; the herdical but char- 
itable Samaritan, to the uncharitable but orthodox 
priest and sanctified Levite, and those who gave 
food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, and raiment 











Christian Repository. «93 


to the naked, entertainment to the stranger, and 
never heard of his name, he declares shall, in the 
last day, be accepted ; when those who cry, Lord, Lord, 
who value themselves on their faith, though creat 
enough to perform miracles, but have neglected good 
works, shall be rejected. He professes that he came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance, 
which ianplied his modest opinion, that there were some 
in his time so good, that they need not hear him for 
improvement; but now-a-days we have scarcely a little 
parson that does not think it the duty of every man 
within his reach to sit under his petty ministration, and 
that whoever omits this, offends God.—1I wish to such 
more humility, and to your health and firmness,— Being 
your friend and servant,— 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


p —— —__, 1 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


General Conrention.—The ministers and delegates 
constituting the General Convention of Universalists, 
will meet at Hartland, on the third Wednesday and 
Thursday of September next. Brethren and friends are 
respectfully invited to attend. 

= 
The Northern Association of Universalists will con- 


vene at Danville, Vt. on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of October next. 


Eastern Association of Universalists convened at 
Wayne, in the State of Maine, July 6, 1825, and orga- 
nized their Council by cheesing Br. Jabez Woodman, 
Moderator, and Brs. Sylvanus Cobb and Wm. A Drew, 
Clerks. The ministers whose names follow, took parts 
in the religious services. Jabez Woodman, Sylvanus 
Cobb, Wim. A. Drew, Russel Streeter, Wim. Frost, Al- 
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van Dinsmore, Massena B. Ballou, Henry Hawkins, 
Thomas Dolloff, Taylor Whittier, and George Bates. 
Brs. Alexander Hatch and Taylor Whittier received 
letters of fellowship, and George Bates, Thomas Dolloff, 
and Henry Hawkins were set apart to the gospel min- 
istry by receiving ordination. This Association ad- 
journed to meet at Union, on the last Wednesday and 
‘Fhursday of June, 1826, Chris. Intel. 


Southern Association.—-The Southern Association 
convened according to adjournment, in South Wilbra- 
ham, Mass. Organized their council by choosing Br. 
Sebastian Streeter, Moderator, and John Bisbee, Clerk. 
The names of the ministers who were present and took 
parts in the public services, are as follows: Brs. Hosea 
Ballou, Sebastian Streeter, John Bisbee, Jun. Hubbard 
H. Winchester, Jushua Flagg, Hosea Ballou, 2d, Tho- 
mas Whittemore, J. P. Fuller, L. R. Page, and T. G. 
Farnsworth. Brs. L. R. Page and J. P. Fuller received 
ordination. Rel. Enq. 

= 

The request of Elias, in our first number, for some 
one to explain John vy. 24, 29, will be attended to in 
our next. 


—— 


INSTALLATION. 


On Thursday, the 19th of July, the Rev. Serm Stetson was 
installed over the Universalist Church and Society in Salem, 
Mass. The sermon was delivered by Rev. Paul Dean, of Bos- 
ton. from 2 Cor. xii. 14. “J seek not yours, but you.” Breth- 
ren Hubbard H. Winchester, S. Streeter, T. Jones, and H. 
Ballou, 2d, took parts in the services. 
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OBITUARY. 


Died, at Lempster, N.H. Mr. Otrver Bootn, aged 64. On 
the evening of the 20th of June last, as he was milking his 
cows, he was attacked by a furious bull, who ran one of his 
horos through his thigh, raised him frum the ground, and in 
that position tossed him about for some time. He lingered 
until the morning of the 29th, and died with a firm and un- 
shaken hope of eternal life, not only for himself, but also for 
the whoie family of man. A disconsolate widow mourns the 
Joss of a tender and affectionate husband—a large family of 
children are deprived of a kind and indulgent father, and so- 
ciety, of one of its most respected and valuable members. 
His funeral sermon was preached before a numerous and 
deeply attentive audience, by Br. W. Skinner, from Job Xiii. 
15. “Tho he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 


At Hariland, June 6, Heren MV. aged 5 months and € days ; 


and on the 8th, Georee M. aged 16 months and 9 days; only 
‘children of Morris W. and Betsey Cady. 


Farewell, dear babes, your Course is run ; 
No more you'll suffer, grieve, or die, 

All things below, with you are done, 
Your souls have gone to God on high. 


Alas! how painful *twas to see 
Your little bodies racked in pain ; 
Your parents’ hearts in agony, 
Weeping to see their children slain. 


But now while nature yields to death, 
A solemn silence hangs around, 

And all were mute, and not a breath 
To utter one complaint, was found. 


To God, the great, the good and wise, 
Dear babes, we give you both away ; 
Your souls have soared above the sky, 
To give God praise through endless day. 


At Langdon, N. H. July 14, Mr. Naruantet Crarg, aged 
63. Mr. Aper Warxker, Jun. Both these friends of ours, 


as we are informed, died very suddenly, and have left wives 
and children to mourn. 


At Londonderry, Feb. 15, Mr. Jonas Bruce, aged 73 years, 


leaving a widow and five children to mourn the loss of a kind 
- * Companion and loving parent. 
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From the Universalist Magazine. 
DEArH AND IMMORTALITY. 


And must I die, and see no more 

This lovely world, O Lord, of thine, 

Give all these sweet enjoyments o’er, : 
And to the shades of death resign ? 


Why was I made with fond desire 

For these bright scenes which round me lie? 
To see in yonder globe of fire, 

The image of the Deity ? 


And why should that mild moon so please, 


_ And those brizht stars rejoice a heart, 


Which iey death so soon must freeze, 
And bid each charm of life depart / 


Why should the breezes of the spring, 
And the gay blossoms on the trees, 
With all the winged tribes that sing, 
Have such enchanting powers to please 


Thy child, O Lord, wio soon must die, 
And see, and hear, and love no more? 
Gan non-existence please thine eye ’ 

Can death and silence thee adore ? 


Still here are softer, fonder things, 
In children and companion dear, 
Than blossoms, or the bird that sings, 
My love to warm, engage my Care. 


Why dash in pieces then the vase, 
Where such perfumery is stored, 

and blot my memory from the place. 
Where I've inhal’d thy sweetness, Lord ? 


In dying nature's stormy sea, 
in anchor to the soul is cast, 
And visions of eternity 
Present a rich and long repast. 


Then when in death I close these eyes, 

And to power my heart resign, 

May hope’s immortal star arise, 

Aod shed its cheering rays divine. A. B. 





